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There are around 700,000 adults and children 
living with autism in the UK. 

According to research conducted by Newcastle
University, 1 in 57 children in the UK are on the
autistic spectrum. 

It is estimated that 30% of children with autism
spectrum disorder remain minimally or non-verbal.

Meet 7-year-old Olivia from Gateshead.

Olivia’s mam, Jo, describes her as ‘adorable, lovable, affectionate, smiley and
energetic’, and anybody that meets her can see that immediately. She’s obsessed with
Peppa Pig, loves music, laughing, grazing on food and drinking juice, she hardly ever
sits down. She can find other children overwhelming, and is happiest when at home
with her family and she finds comfort in her oodie and fleece blankets, which she’ll
sometimes take to school if she needs it.
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Olivia was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder at the age of 2, and has a lot of
sensory needs. She’s a total water baby and loves splashing and swimming in the bath 
                                                    or pool. She loves motion, so enjoys car rides or going 
                                                             on buses or the metro, and she stims a lot by tapping 
                                                                   objects. She enjoys the cinema and gets excited 
                                                                       about Christmas, but Jo believes this is more 
                                                                           about the lights, sounds and feeding off 
                                                                             other people’s reactions, rather than the 
                                                                                event itself. “We enjoy doing lots of things, 
                                                                                  but have a very different experience to 
                                                                                   other families”, she says.

                                                                        



TCSF Christmas Appeal - Olivia 3



TCSF Christmas Appeal - Olivia 4



TCSF Christmas Appeal - Olivia 5



7008570085

Your Gift to UsYour Gift to Us
ONE-OFF DONATIONONE-OFF DONATIONBANK TRANSFERBANK TRANSFER SEND A CHEQUESEND A CHEQUE

www.thesunshinefund.org/donate

HSBC: The Chronicle
Sunshine Fund

Ref: Your name followed 
by APPEAL

Sort: 40-34-45
Account: 91145622

Payable to The Chronicle
Sunshine Fund
The Chronicle Sunshine Fund
2nd Floor, ncj Media
Eldon Court, Eldon Square
Percy Street
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 7JB

How you can help...How you can help...  
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SUPPORT US FOR FREE! GET SOCIAL.SUPPORT US FOR FREE! GET SOCIAL.

TEXT TO GIVETEXT TO GIVE PLAY OUR WEEKLYPLAY OUR WEEKLY  
£1 LOTTERY£1 LOTTERY

Help us grow our audience and increase our reach!
Following, liking and sharing our social media posts helps
us massively.

Text SUNSHINE 5 to 70085 to make a one-off donation of £5. 
Text EQUIPMENT 5 to 70085 to make a recurring monthly donation of £5.

Change the number from 2-20 to determine how much you donate.

SCAN ME!

Play our weekly lottery for just £1 per ticket
and win something back! 

Have the chance to win the top prize of
£25,000 plus the local prize pot and monthly

bonus prizes. 
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